We are pleased to announce the 

10th International Conference on the 
Crystallization of Biological Macromolecules

(ICCBM10)
to be held in Beijing, China 

22-26, May 2004.

Macromolecular crystallization has often been seen as the rate limiting process to successful structure determination. While the number of structures solved increases every year, in many cases these may still represent the “low hanging fruit”. Screening methods have greatly facilitated the process of obtaining those first crystals, increased our reach, yet there is still considerable difficulty in going from a purified protein to a diffraction quality crystal. With greater demands for crystals, more innovation is called for in their crystallogenesis. After the successful previous conferences of the ICCBM serious, ICCBM10 will provide a unique opportunity to discuss the state of the art in macromolecule crystallization, from theory to practice, and how the process might be improved.  
As the capital of the People's Republic of China, Beijing is the nation's political, economic, cultural, and educational center. It has been the heart and soul of politics and society in China throughout its long history, and today it also serves as the most important center for international trade and communications. Because of its role in the life and growth of China, there is an unequalled wealth available for travelers to discover as they explore Beijing's ancient past and enjoy its exciting 21st Century world. Many famous Beijing attractions, such as the Great Wall, the Ming Tombs, the Forbidden City, Beihai Park, the Temple of Heaven, the Summer Palace and Tian'anmen Square, are all remarkable sites.

How can one city boast so many phenomenal places? Records show that Beijing has been an inhabited city for more than three thousand years and has survived countless invasions, devastating fires, dynasties and warlords, emerging each time as a strong and vibrant city. For more than 800 years, Beijing has served as a capital city; from the Yuan Dynasty to the Ming and Qing dynasties. Thirty-four emperors have lived and ruled from Beijing and it has been an important trading city from earliest days. Although Beijing is now modern, fashionable and full of 21st Century vitality, you can experience authentic Beijing life and become acquainted with "old Beijing" by exploring the many tea houses, Hutongs, temple fares, Beijing operas, courtyards and cross-talks. When you add these to your Beijing tour, you will leave feeling in your heart a special appreciation for this ancient city that has truly seen it all and tells its story with matchless grace and beauty.

If you wish to attend the conference, please register early through the ICCBM10 website www.sino-meetings.com/iccbm10
Proposed Topics:

1. Crystallization for structural genomics

    High throughput expression and purification

Automation of crystallization 

Automation of data collection and processing
2. Obtaining first crystals

    Crystallization screening strategies

Screening methods

Protein chemistry and molecular biology for crystal growth 

Microscopic characterization

Crystal Engineering and packing interactions

3. Improving crystal and data qualities 

Quality assessment 

Seeding methods

Cryocooling 

Crystallization under special environments e.g., microgravity, 

Anaerobic, etc

4. Crystallization of complex biomolecules

    Membrane protein crystallization

Crystallization of nucleic acids

Crystallization of biomolecular complexis

Industrial crystal growth

5. Crystal growth physics

Biophysics of crystallization solutions

Nucleation

Growth kinetics and mechanisms

Physical properties of macromolecule crystals

6. Advanced methods 

New concepts in crystallogenesis

Cell-free methods 

Nanotechnology in crystal growth

Hands-on crystallization course: 

A practical crystallization course will take place prior to the conference.
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